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COMMUNITY IN GRIEVING 
Mary Joy was a junior at Harding University. She 
was a nursing major and a member of women's social 
club Delta Gamma Rho. On March 16, Mary Joy died 
after injuries sustained in a car accident on March 8 as 
she was traveling home for spring break. 
Mary Joy was also traveling with her sister, senior 
Rachel Uebelein, who sustained a concussion from 
the accident. 
As the Harding community grieves the loss ofa friend 
and sister, the interwoven nature of the community 
gives grief the opportuqity to be experienced on a 
different level. 
Jana Rucker, vice presidmtofuniversityoommunicatiofl. 
and enrollment, knew Mary Joy through her home 
Bible study, and Mary Joy's suitemate was the daughter 
of Rucker's best friend from college. Rucker said you 
either knew Mary Joy or you knew someone who did. 
Rucker said loss is only one degree removed at a 
place)i~~ • 
"If you love them, I love thenr- that's how it is at 
Harding," Rucker said. "If you meet a mutual friend, you 
immediately love that person through being Christian 
brothers and sisters. You're going to become a part of 
my circle because of that connection." 
As news spread of the ac~ident, support began to 
pour in from the Harding community and beyond. 
According to Mike Brown, youth minister at 
Lafayette Church of Christ in St. Louis, Missouri, 
where Mary Joy attended, crowds at the hospital had 
grown to nearly 250 people by March 10. 
Students, administration, church members and 
family friends populated the waiting room as news 
developed, and as news came that Mary Joy's prognosis 
was not looking good, Brown said those communities 
only became stronger. 
"Our faith community, we're just kind of here for 
each other to remind each other of the calling we 
have in Christ," Brown said. "When you're in the 
middle of something like this, it's easy to despair at 
the situation, but at different times, different people 
in the commw:iity remind you to not forget that God 
is present and the redeemer." · 
On March 15, the Uebeleinfamilyinfurmedfamily 
and friends that Mary Joy would be removed from 
life-support machines and that her organs would be 
donated. 
When Mary Joy died the next day, the thought of 
grieving became a reality. 
As students returned to Harding's campus the 
weekend of her death, the conversations centered 
around Mary Joy. On March 18, women's social club 
Delta Gamma Rho members sported their jerseys in 
Mary Joy's honor. On March 19, campus gathered 
at the steps of the George S. Benson Auditorium 
to mourn, and on March 21, Mary Joy's life was 
remembered in chapel. 
Having known her or not, students found 
themselves in a community where grieving is a 
process that is not solitary. 
Rucker said the Harding community realizes 
grieving must be something done together. 
"Do we scatter and grieve, want to be alone and 
not think about it?" Rucker said. "Or do we want to 
find ways where there is good and that we can come 
together and remember and honor her? We honor 
MARY JOY'S LEGACY 
Sophomore Sarah Hickerson was best friends with 
Mary Joy, having met her through Delta Gamma Rho. 
At a Delta Gamma Rho recruitment mixer during 
fall 2017, Hickerson and Mary Joy met in the rotunda 
of the Mclnteer Bible and World Missions Center. 
The mixer's theme? Dress as your hometown. 
"She was wearing a San Antonio Spurs jersey and 
a St. Louis Cardinals jersey unbuttoned overtop, and 
I quickly knew we would be friends," Hickerson said. 
"She was glowing. She spoke about her sports teams 
with so much passion, and it just made me smile. As 
she wore her sports jerseys, I had a Dallas Cowboys 
jersey on. It was destiny for us to be friends." 
This semester, Mary Joy and Hickman's friendship 
flourished. They had a standing dinner date each 
night in the cafeteria, and after spending so much 
time together, they started taking after one another. 
"After we became friends, everyone said we acted 
the exact same - like we could be twins," Hickerson 
said. "This was an honor to me and it still is today. 
I was so lucky to have my best friend [as] the best 
possible role model out there." 
Mary Joy was not just a role model to the friends 
and peers she encountered at Harding. Brown said 
Mary Joy was.an integral part of their youth group 
in St. Louis. 
"Mary Joy stood out early on as someone who was 
a quiet leader, but at the same time, very pronounced 
through her quietness," Brown said. "She was always, 
even from middle school, reaching out to others and 
helping others." 
To the juniors and seniors in the youth group, 
Brown said Mary Joy became known as "mom" 
because of her caring and kind spirit. 
Those juniors and seniors are taking Mary Joy's 
death hard, Brown said, because even as Mary Joy 
went to college, she stayed in touch with the students 
and encouraged them. 
"I've been in youth ministry for almost 30 years, 
and I don't know if I've had someone that cared for 
people to that extent," Brown said. 
As the Harding community continues to mourn 
the death of a dear friend or a student they may not 
have even known, Hickerson said she believes Mary 
Joy's impact will be profound because Mary Joy's life 
was one of substance and purpose. 
"Twenty years isn't a long time, but Mary Joy 
made an impact bigger-than most would make in 
ten lifetimes," Hickerson said. "She was a gift from 
God, and people should understand that a woman 
like her is very, very rare." 
For the church community in St. Louis, Brown 
said good has already arisen from a situation where 
it seems like good is nonexistent. 
They have taken hold of the good found in the 
purpose-filled life of their friend, mentor and sister. 
"We kind of look at this and go, 'Wow, what 
a waste,' but at the same time, God is redeeming 
this already, even in some small ways," Brown said. 
"There are kids in our youth group who have said; 'I'm 
going to try to be better and be like M ary Joy was to 
people.' There's already a renewal and regeneration of 
life that's given through the life that Mary Joy lived 
and the life that God gives us." 
Read Finding Comfort, 
understanding grief from 
a variety of perspectives 
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Beats and Eats s~ts stage fQr ·Stnall Business Revolution 
CAROLINE LEA 
student writer 
Amanda Brinkman and Ty 
Pennington, hosts of"Small Business 
Revolution - Main Street," will attend 
the first Beats and Eats festival of the 
year tonight to announce Searcy's 
six small businesses chosen for a 
makeover and the opportunity to 
be featured on season four of the 
Hulu show. 
Originally, Beats and Eats was 
meant to be held in May, according to 
Mat Faulkner, owner ofThink Idea 
Studio and community organizer, but 
the hosts wanted a large crowd for 
the announcement of the winners. 
"It just worked out that we have 
a committee who is used to working 
together and pulling off community 
events," Faulkner said. "This will 
be in the first episode of the eight-
episode se~s." . 
Faulkner said he believes the 
efforts of Beats and Eats over the 
past two years has paved the way 
for the Searcy community to have a 
strong experience with the TV show. 
Marica Bennett, co-coordinator of 
Beats and Eats, said Searcy is finally 
at a point where they are ready for a 
transformation. 
"Beats and Eats really begins 
the connection to the revolution," 
Bennet said. 
Bennett said she and the rest 
of the Beats and Eats coordinators 
are expecting a bigger crowd this 
year to welcome Brinkman and 
Pennington as they commence the 
start of the series. 
Despite only six businesses being 
chosen to receive a makeover, Faulkner 
said other businesses will take part 
in the revolution as well with a 
renovation of the exteriors of their 
storefronts so that all of Searcy can 
feel the impact of the movement. 
Deluxe, the company that sponsors 
the show, hired Flow Nonfiction from 
Texas to film the event, according 
to Faulkner. 
H eather Kemper, co-coordinator 
of Beats and Eats and events and 
projecets director for alumni and 
parent relations, said the event 
will be held on Spring Street so 
Photo courtesy of AL FOWLER 
People gather in downtown Searcy on Nov. 14, 2018, for Beats and Eats, a music, food and 
arts festival. This season's schedule of Beats and Eats begins today at 5:30 p.m. with "Small 
Business Revolution - Main Street" hosts Amanda Brinkman and 1y Pennington. 
the filming crew can get shots of 
Searcy staples like the White County 
Courthouse, Rialto and Think Art 
Alley. Entertainment will include 
local musicians, food trucks and 
merchant vendors. Unlike previous 
years, non-profit organizations have 
been given a free booth so that they 
too can contribute to the community's 
revolution, according to Kemper. 
"We're enrouraging people to come 
down to find out how they can get 
plugged into the community to have 
a personal part in the revolution," 
Kemper said. 
On March 27, Harding will host a 
free small business seminar sponsored 
by Deluxe to offer information about 
branding, marketing, accounting 
and business planting. Faulkner said 
the seminar is not limited to small 
businesses. 
To sign up for the seminar, visit 
www.dexlue.com/sbrc. 
Beats and Eats will begin tonight 
at 5:30 p.m. and the announcement 
of the top-six businesses will be at . 
7 p.m. 
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NFL head coach to 
finish ASI series 
EMORY ROCKWELL 
student writer 
. 
On March 28, American football player and coach Tony 
Dungy will visit Harding as the last of the 2018-19 American 
Studies Institute (ASI) Distinguished Lecture Series. 
Dungy started his career in football as a player for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, and then he coached the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers from 1996 to 2001. In 2007, as head coach of the 
Indianapolis Colts, Dungy was the first African American 
coach to win a Super Bowl and was head coach until he retired 
in 2008. He was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
in 2016. Dungy, who is open about his Christianity in many 
aspects of his life, has also written several faith-based books. 
Paul Simmons, Bisons football head coach, said he is 
thrilled to have his team listen to someone with such a "wealth 
of knowledge." 
"The main thing i want my guys to see [is] that to win 
at a high level, you don't 'have to sacrifice your character and 
morals in the process," Simmons said. 
Simmons said Dungy is an example that if people do 
things the right way and put themselves last, those actions 
pay off in the long run. 
Photo by JEFF MONTGOMERY 
· Sophomore Nick Bower, sophomore Brendan Perrett, alumnus Chris Taylor and alumnus Reed Roberts 
wash cars as part of their service project during Bisons for Christ on April 11, 2018. Students can still 
sign up for this year's Bisons for Christ on April 3. 
"If you serve and have a great deal of class and loyalty, 
then it will pay off," Simmons said. "I'm excited for my guys 
to be exposed to such a special guy that has excelled at such 
a high level but also makes it evident that serving God and 
helping others is his top priority." 
Junior Dylan Hendricks, inside linebacker for the Bisons, 
grew up watching Dungy coach. He was impressed that ASI 
got a speaker with such accolades to come to Harding. 
"(I'm mostly looking forward to] just being able to hear 
his insight," Hendricks said. "I'm sure he has a lot of advice 
to give, and I am really intrigued to hear what he has to say." Bisons for Christ ignites with new 
thetne for this year's service projects As Student President of ASI, senior Olivia Womack is looking forward to welcoming new audiences to the university for the event. 
"I think one of the cool things about ASI is that we try to 
get a lot of diverse fields and people from diverse backgrounds, 
so we can get different perspectives,"Womack said. "I think 
bringing an athlete will bring a different group of people to 
campus - people that Il?ay not have come for other lectures. 
I am excited to hear from that perspective. I hope athletes 
will also enjoy it as well." 
GRACEBAKER 
stuclent writer 
On April 3, the Harding community will reach out into 
the Searcy community and serve others as part of Bisons 
for Christ. This year's Bisons for Christ theme is "So Will 
I," which is inspired by the idea that Jesus came to serve and 
"so will I."The theme comes from John 13:15, which says, 
"For I have given you an example, that you also should do 
just as I have done to you." 
Bisons for Christ projects committee chair, sophomore 
N ickolas Simpson, said that for years, Harding students 
aod faculty have focused on building community between 
Harding and the people of Searcy. 
"This year we are coming off of the Searcy Business 
Revolution, so that's one thing we're really focused on," 
Simpson said. "Every year, we focus on building community 
between Harding and the outside Searcy community,.but 
we're really wanting to continue that spirit that's been fostered 
since the business revolution." 
Simpson said every year, different groups will help 50 
to 60 widows, clean up the grounds of Camp Takodah and 
visit the local jail with candy bars among other beneficial 
acts Bisons for Christ does for the community. 
Although a student does not have to be a member of a 
social club to take part in this day of service, social clubs 
often get involved. 
Women's social club Ju Go Ju service project director, 
junior Cory Bates, said they plan to do a similar Bisons for 
Christ project to last year's. 
"Last year, our club split up into groups and made a ton 
of casseroles to bring to different houses in the community, 
mainly [elderly] people," Bates said. "We got to talk with 
them, and I could tell jt brought them joy. This year, we plan 
to do something similar to that since I enjoyed it so much, 
and I think the people we visited did, too." 
Senior Carson Gentry, member of the Original Rock 
House communications team, said Bisons for C hrist is 
greater than one day of service. 
"In previous years, we have gotten some backlash on 
how it's just a one day of service instead of a bunch of days 
of service," Gentry said. "I just want to be like, 'yes, that's 
true, we do just do one big day of service, but through us 
and through other organizations on campus, there's always 
service going on. m 
'' It's a day of service, but 
at the same time, it opens 
doors, and It reminds 
students of their purpose. ,, 
- Carson Gentry. 
senior 
He said ·people will meet a widow, recognize the need 
she has and return year after year during Bisons for Christ 
but also during other times of the year. 
"So, in light of that, I see Bisons for Christ as a day where 
students are able to understand that they can serve, and they 
need to be serving, and there's a need in this community 
that needs to be reached," Gentry said. "Yes, it's a day of 
service, but at the same time, it opens do!)rs, and it reminds 
students of their purpose." 
To sign up for Bisons for Christ 2019, students can go 
to www.harding.edu/bfc. 
Dungy was hired ~ a football analyst by NBC in 2009 
and has been there since. 
This free event will be in the Benson Auditorium on March 
28 at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call 501-279-4497 or 
visit www.harding.edu/ asi. 
Dungy was the first African American coach to win 
a Super Bowl when he coached the Indianapolis 
Colts. He will speak at Harding on March 28. 
Process of grief a universal but individual experience 
JESSIE SMITH 
news editor 
Students gathered at the steps of the George S. Benson 
Auditorium for a vigil in honor of junior Mary Joy Uebelein 
on Tuesday, March 19, but the impact of her life still reaches 
across campus. 
Grief is universal, but the same event will affect everyone 
differently based on the personal relationship with the 
person who died, according to university counselor Briana 
Cunningham. For those directly impacted, she suggests 
patience during the process of grie£ 
"It's about learning a new normal that doesn't include 
the physical presence of the person but honors the impact 
of their lives," Cunningham said. 
Sherry Pollard, assistant director of the Counseling Center, 
has worked for Harding for nearly 40 years, and she has 
seen a great gathering from the community during times of 
loss. She said cards, letters; concern and lots of hugs often 
accompany the wake. 
"I just think that's a beautiful thing that you don't have 
to suffer alone," Pollard said. 
The ones more personally touched may not have started 
to grieve yet, according to Pollard, and each individual deals 
with it differently. She .said they may go through the stages of 
grief - denial, anger, bargaining, depression and acceptance 
- in different orders or skipping steps. 
For those who did not know Mary Joy personally, Pollard 
said they will probably remember her name for many years 
to come. 
"They may think they need to say the perfect words, find 
the perfect phrase or take the perfect gift when there is no 
such thing, and many times, they just need to be a listening 
ear and a presence that's available if needed," Pollard said. 
In the Bible,Job's friends did the best thing during the 
first seven days of their visit when they said nothing, as 
but with time, joy returns.Years later, grief might resurface, 
but she said this is all a part of the process. 
Cunningham said . She also suggests praying with and for 
those grieving, offering small acts of kindness and avoiding 
cliche quick answers. 
"It is important to 'realize that grief can't be fixed or prayed 
away," Cunningham said. "It takes time." 
"In time, with love and support of friends, family and 
sometimes counseling and support groups, there can be a full 
life ·that also celebrates their loved one," Cunningham said . . 
Sophomore John Lim first 
learned ofMary Jay's accident 
on his way to North Carolina 
for spring break. 1hroughout 
the week, he and his friends 
followed the story, and he said 
he noticed from others' posts 
that Mary Joy was someone 
who had a huge Christ-like 
impact on people. 
"What went through my 
head was, I want to offer a 
prayer," Lim said. "I find I 
do that best when I put it 
into words and write it out." 
Lim wrote the blog post 
"Of Light and Joy: A Tribute 
to Mary Joy," which offers 
what he calls a "stranger's 
prayer"in honor of Mary Joy. 
"As crushing as the situation 
is, Mary Joy brought people 
together, reminding us that 
we are not alone in t hese 
sufferings," Lim wrote in the 
blog post. 
Grief can be a rollercoaster, 
according to C unningham. 
She said someone can cycle 
through denial, anger, guilt, 
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Which of America's two Disney parks offers the 
most magical experience? A sucker for 
the basics 
Ashlyn Quesinberry 
Ihave grown up going to Disney World, so when my parents told me we were going to Disneyland, I was over 
the moon. I could not stop talking about it before we went, 
and it was all I could think about. I was so excited to go-to the 
place where all the magic started. 
The first thing I was disappointed about was not getting a 
MagicBand. Getting the band is part of the hype of the trip; 
picking your color and buying accessories to go with it builds 
up the excitement. It is your room key, pass to get in to the park, 
dinner ticket and the FastPass ticket all in one bracelet. It is 
crazy to me that Disneyland does not have this feature because 
it is so convenient and stylish. 
I was also excited to eat in all the cool restaurants. I may be 
the only person who faces this problem, but my parents are always 
looking for the best deal because my dad is an accountant. The 
dining plans that you can buy at Disney World are customizable 
to what is best for your family. My family got breakfast, lunch, 
a snack and dinner for all of the days that we were at the parks. 
This was the best thing that could have happened for me; I ate 
like a queen and got to eat at places that my parents would have 
never eaten if not for the dining plan. 
The Be Our Guest restaurant was a dream come true for 
me, but I would not have been able to enjoy the French steak 
and the "Gray Stuff" if we had not gotten the dining plan. 
Disneyland does not have this feature, so I did not get to enjoy 
the amazing cuisine that Disneyland had to offer. 
Instead, I ate the hot dogs and po~m from the vendors 
on the sidewalks. The Pirates of the Caribbean ride also has a 
restaurant inside ofit, and it is just tragic that I had to miss out 
on that amazing dining experience. 
Although ~walk..duough_a s_QW} part of the castle at 
Disneyland, the castle is unimpressive and small. You walk in 
thinking that it will be grand and blow your wildest dreams, like 
at Disney World, but it just deflates your spirits immediately. You 
walk.in excited (even though California's mandatory warning 
signs that everything can cause cancer cover the entrance) and 
immediately feel crushed upon seeing the tiny castle. 
The overall atmosphere of Disneyland is also not as happy 
as Disney World. I walk into Disney World and cannot stop 
smiling. Even though there is a small child beside me screaming 
because ~ey need a nap and want a chocolate-covered Mickey 
Mouse ice cream bar, I am having the best time ever, and no 
one - not even the screaming child - can ruin my fun. 
Disneyland does not have the happy, floating-on-cloud-nine 
feeling Disney World has. The screaming child does affect you 
and your ability to have a fun time. 
Disney World also just has more to offer than Disneyland 
The amount of rides and attractions at Disney World versus 
Disneyland is incomparable. I will say, there are some rides 
that are done better at Disneyland than at Disn.ey World, but 
who doesn't like quantity over quality? It is more bang fotyour 
buck. I think some people think since there is more to do, you 
could not do it all. If you plan well, instead of jest w:atmering 
around, you can make good use of }'OW' time and do everything. 
Overall,Disney World is just so ~~than Disneyland. 
Having a huge, imprissive castle, a happy .1tln0¥bere. more 
to do and the Magi and just for a better park and :t • · 
better experience. 
Danielle Turner 
It's six months before your trip to Walt Disney World. You are consumed by every little thing that absolutely 
has to be done in advance for your trip to be absolutely perfect. 
Where are you going. to stay and .what is the closest 
transportation from your hotel to the parks? How long does the 
bus to Magic Kingdom normally take? What three FastPasses 
do I absolutely need? FastPasses went up an hour ago for the 
Avatar ride and they're already gone; the wait is normally three 
hours so three hours it is. 
This is supposed to be your vacation, but this is not calming. 
A couple of friends and I drove to Disney World for spring 
break last week, and it was so fun, but I couldn't hdp fi:om thinking 
why did I have to do all of this? I mean seriously- you can't 
even eat without making a reservation months in advance. I 
partially get it; I love to plan, but this kind of planning is crazy 
to a whole new level 
At the Disneyland Resort in California, you will rum: an 
actual vacation. The only thing you need to think about is buying 
tickets (which are usually $5 cheaper than Disney World at any 
given time) and booking a hotel room (where you can easily 
walk to the parks and kiss the bus goodbye). 
Disneyland has two amusement parks compared to Disney 
World's four amusement parks, but as fu as moving attractions, 
Disneyland has 46 (split between two parks) and Disney World 
has 45 (split between the four parks). I did this math myself 
so if you want to check it, I counted every ride where you sit 
and it moves you. I left out any shows, parades and interactive 
playgrounds. 
Imagine just walking into Disneyland and starting off on 
the same foot as everyone else. No one has early FastPasses 
or reservations to basic restaurants. You can go up to ~y ride 
you want, put your ticket in and get a FastPass out the old-
fashioned way. 
Disneyland is so much more efficient than Disney World. 
Realistically, it is all the same stuff but closer together with 
shorter lines. It would take you approximatdy three minutes to 
walk from one park to the other. Characters have the freedom 
to roam the parks all day, which makes the experience that , 
much more magical. There's no set places to meet them or any 
20-minutes-on-40-minutes-off nonsense. 
Hot take: California as a whole has much better weather 
than F1orida. On any day, you can expect weather in the high 
70s without humidity or rain. At Disney World, when you're 
not watching the clouds to make sure it doesn't rain, you're 
drinking water like you're running a marathon. 
Let's sum it up. Disneyland has better rides such as Indiana 
Jones Adventure, the Matterhorn Bobsleds and Guardians of 
the Galaxy - Mission: Breakout. S~ the castle is smaller, 
but you can walk through it and inside of it any time of the 
day. Disneyland has Cars Land, whi !l,lways feels like you 
are stepping right into the movie. Sure, there's no Toy Story 
Land, but ~ey've started work on a Marye), Comics area and 
Star Wars Galaxy's Edge is set to open May 31. In F1orida, it 
wont open until late August. 
There's no big golfball,massive tree ot .. ~ but there's 
~g to be said a~ a place that~ just as much 
magic without having to~ so showy. :(t's l!lso -_ · · a, which 
meaii half of the magic is fin<fuJ,~ You 
,post definitely will do ,if you , ' . / 
Dispeylandisaon~ltif~ththietll&irnldol~~~,-
.}'00 go to takh pay . d,-tea\llt-Cllll!DJD 
WalDisn ·· ~
Photo by DANIELLE TURNER 
Over spring break, I spent over 3Q hours in the car. (It should have 
only been about 25 hours, but some of my 
travel companions had to make pit stops 
almost every hour on the hour - literally.) 
If done right, road trips with friends 
make for some of the best memories. Of 
course, every road trip has a few essentii\ls: 
a good book, snacks :md, of course, a solid 
playlist. For us, that playlist was comprised 
of songs that could be listened to at any 
moment; that playlist was filled with songs 
we sang along to every single time. 
~t the top of that playlist was "Suck~r" 
by The Jonas Brothers. Over the course 
of the week, it probably garnered at least 
30 plays in Rachel's Ford Taurus, closely 
followed by Ariana Grande's "7 Rings." 
The boy band brothers announced their 
reunion on Feb. 28 and released "Sucker" 
the next day. The catchy song hit No.l in 
sales and streams on the Billboard Hot 
100 charts, making it the group's first No.l 
song, having topped out previously with 
"Burnin' Up" at No. 5 in 2008. 
During their six-year hiatus, Kevin, 
Joe and Nick all seemed to grow up a 
bit. Kevin and Nick both got married, 
and Joe is engaged. Kevin is now father 
to two daughters. Part of their comeback 
·success can be attributed to the "Sucker" 
music video that was released along with 
the single. The video stars the three band 
members along with their significant others, 
making longtime fans simultaneously swoon 
due to sweetness and weep due to crushed 
dreams of marrying Joe. 
With any major success, major criticism 
is sure to follow. While it was love at first 
listen for some of us, others were significantly 
underwhelmed. Some negative feedback I 
saw on Twitter included criticism for being 
"basic" anJ "typical." 
Here's the thing: if you were expecting 
The Jonas Brothers, the prime example of 
a pop boy band, to be anything other than 
basic and typical, you should probably re-
evaluate your expectations. 
The Jonas Brothers were never a group 
aiming to stretch the boundaries of modem 
music. They never set out to challenge 
the norms. The Jonas Brothers are a band 
trying to make catchy pop songs. The Jonas 
Brothers are in the business of making 
bops, and they are good at what they do. 
We all want to be unique at times, of 
course. Being the biggest fan of an unknown 
artist on SoundCloud is kind of fun, as 
is frequenting a secret burger restaurant 
hidden away in a gas station. However, liking 
something popular or well-known is just 
as valid of an opinion as liking something 
quirky or eccentric. Enjoying something as 
basic as the comeback single of.a childhood 
·boy band doesn't make you lame. 
So, if you don't like The Jonas Brothers' 
new song, that's fine. All opinions are valid . 
I just hope you dislike the song itself, not 
the fact that i(s popular. 
· And if you're like me, may your weekend 
be filled with "Sucker" on repeat. Enjoy 
without shame - it's popular for a reason. 
EMILY NICKS is the opinions editor 
for The Bison. She may be contacted 
at enicks@hardlng.edu. 
Twitter: emilyk_nicks 
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AnOde 
to Nancy 
Unfortunately 
apathetic 
Earlier this month, the Aswciated Student Body at the University of Mississippi 
passed a resolution, under a unanimous vote, 
to relocate a Confederate monument from 
the center of their campus to a Confederate 
cemetery. 
The Graduate Student Council followed 
suit, as did the university's faculty senate. 
The resolutions wae handed off to university 
administration, according to a story by The 
Daily Mississippian, and action on the topic 
awaits the approval or disapproval from the 
university's board of trustees. 
As I watched this news unfold, I followed 
reactions on Twitter and in their student media's 
coverage. The campus has been privy to protests 
surrounding the monument's existence, and 
finally, student, faculty and staff leaders decided 
they had had enough. 
These frustrated parties banded together, 
outlined their goals and moved forward with 
action to see it through. Now, the ball - with 
the weight of three strong campus organizations 
-' is in the court of the trustees, and regardless 
of whether or not the mo1;mment is moved, 
these concerned campus leaders can go to sleep 
knowing they've invested in progress. 
In this story's development, I was reminded 
of how unfortunately apathetic Harding 
students are. 
Over the course of my four years at Harding, 
I've seen students find frustration in many 
things- both big and small. Usual frustration 
is rooted in rules about dress code and curfew. 
Add parking and dorm visitation rules to this 
list, too. Those are the small things. · 
I've also seen students get up in arms about 
bigger issues, and rightfully so. In my four years, 
I've heard discussions about women's roles in 
the church and in chapel. Students, fuculty and 
staffhave engaged in conve 'Sation about race, 
representation and religion. 
• These frustrations and conversations are 
good, and I'm glad they happen (although I 
think we should all be willing to have hard 
conversations with our neighbors more often 
than we do). 
While I'm glad these conversations happen, 
I'm disappointed in the fact that they're only 
conversations. I'm disappointed with our apathy. 
Too often, I've heard conversations about 
womens roles in the chun:h f.ill to the wayside.I've 
seen students talk about how they are saddened 
for their LGBT friends at the university, but 
the sadness only goes so far as being spoken. 
I've heard students propose practical policy 
solutions to simple issues, and I've heard them 
examine the deep intricacies of problems that 
concern faith, love and the church. 
I don't want to be quick to point fingers, 
either. I know I'm the pot calling the kettle 
black. Progress and persistence are hard, and 
in a community like H~ding - where core 
religious tenants are often rooted in conservatism 
and tradition - it can feel nearly impossible 
to incite progress, and when progress is met 
with resistance, persistence feels unattainable. 
Ifit's not us who will be partners in progress, 
who will it be? Ifit's not us who meet resistance 
with persistence, then who will? 
To cash in on this maxim fiomJewish leader 
Hillel the Elder: "Ifl am not for myself; then 
who will be for me? If I am not for others, 
what am I? And if not now, when?" 
~ is slow-going, and change happens 
incrementally, but without it, where do we go? 
We can't allow ourselves to stay put. We must 
always think of how we can make ourselves 
better than we are cunently. Harding can be 
better, and I can be better, too. 
You can help incite change in a number of 
ways. Contact the Student Association. Submit 
an opinion piece or story idea to The Bison. 
Request a meeting with university leaders, and 
send fetters to the Board ofTrustees. 
But don't stop there. Whatever you do, can 
we all agree to trade in our apathy for action, 
if just for once? 
KALEB TURNER Is the editor-In-chief 
for The Bison. He may be contacted 
at kturner3@hardlng.edu. 
Twitter: kalebaturner 
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Want to 
knowwhy 
you know' 
what you 
know? 
I write with grievance in regard to the shadow of apathy cast over academia 
by the current generation. In conversations 
every day, people complain about what they 
are learning and claim it unimportant to their 
life path. I hear so often students defining 
their work as "useless" and declaring the 
knowledge given to them is "unnecessary 
information." The environment ii which 
T:'or the past 91 years, the Academy of 
.[1 Motion Picture Arts and Sciences has 
been handing out awards for great movies, 
and I've been an avid watcher of the Oscars 
for a tliird of that time. Each February, I 
stake out the Redbaxes in town to see which 
nominated films have been newly released 
on DVD, and then I head to Little Rock 
theaters to watch some of the rest. 
As I dive into in the Academy favorites 
year after year, I often find myself torn 
between the joy of W\ltching great art, and 
the duty of watching what some insist is 
great art. 
I certainly experienced the wonder and 
grandeur of film with this year's Best Picture 
winner, "Green Book." The true story of a 
refined concert pianist who hires a not-so-
refined nightclub bouncer t~ drive him on 
a tour of the deep South in the i 960s is a 
masterpiece. I realize there is controversy 
over the film's perspective, but I hope that 
viewers won't skip its powerful message 
about the need for dialogue and the hard 
work necessary for different people to 
understand each other. 
I love the symmetry between this film and 
"Driving Miss Daisy." Exactly 30 years after 
Jessica Tandy won the Oscar for playing a 
white woman learning to accept her African-
American chauffeur, Mahershala Ali won 
for his role as a black man connecting with 
a white driver in "Green Book." 
Both films confront the racial legacy 
of the South. The "Green Book" was a 
publication for African-American motorists, 
providing addresses ofhotels and restaurants 
that served black patrons. Both films also 
present a completely charming relationship 
between two people who discover through , 
honesty and humor that we cannot make 
assumptions about other people, and that 
we have much to learn from each other. 
Illustration by JOHN DAVID STEWART 
we live is literally one of learning, yet the 
air is diffused by its disdain. 
It is in the greatest interest of ~ociety 
to pursue knowledge outside the scope of 
one's specific interests as well as to learn 
, to truly appreciate pedagogy. The world is 
slowly losing admiration of hard work, and 
eagerness to learn is disappearing . 
Not every student on Harding's campus 
stands beneath my umbrella of accusation, but 
the reality of grumbling and complaining is 
prevalent and the love of knowledge is not. 
I witness people treat critical thinking 
as if it were drudgery when it is actually 
what e nables them to take what they 
know and create something that was not 
there before. Studies show that when you 
try something that is not already in your 
brain, it opens up new avenues and expands 
your horizons. It allows you to learn new 
things. Where has the joy in the pursuit 
of mastery gone? 
I inquired of professors in the Cannon-
Clary College of Education about the 
importance oflearning things unrelated to 
one's major. We go to a liberal arts school; we 
should know why well-rounded education is 
important. From what I gathered, to know 
and pursue things outside of your profession 
is to enable yourself to become a contributor 
to the world through relationship. 
Knowledge is so much more than 
something we consume. It molds us into 
who we are and is the possibility of who 
Just the Clax 
Virtue and vice 
I enjoyed several other films. "Black 
Panther" is an innovative and absorbing 
superhero movie that transports viewers to 
a unique world and that justly won Oscars 
for costume design, production design and 
original score. "A Star is Born" portrays a 
completely believable relationship between 
an alcoholic country music star (Bradley 
Cooper) and the up-and-coming singer he 
discovers (Lady Gaga). The third remake 
of this iconic story - previously filmed in 
1937, 1954 and 1976 - was a winner for 
Best Original Song. 
As a sentimental favorite that took 
home no Oscars, "Mary Poppins Returns" 
is delightful from beginning to end. Emily 
Blunt is "practically perfect" in the title role, 
and fans were thrilled to see the 92-year-
old Dick Van Dyke tap dancing on top of 
a desk - no stunt man required. 
True stories dominated the awards as 
usual. "Bohemian Rhapsody" captured four 
gold statues with its tribute to the iconic 
band "Qgeen," and Olivia Colman charmed 
everyone with her witty acceptance speech 
for Best Actress for playing another queen 
in "The Favourite." 
Each biopic presents its subject as flawed 
but ultimately redeemed. At least, all of 
them except "Vice," which received eight 
nominations and took home one award for 
the makeup team who transformed Christian 
Bale into Vice President Dick Cheney. 
"Vice" was exactly what I expected: an 
over- the- top hatchet-j ob on the former 
VP. The title says it all in a three-way pun: 
we can be. When you comprehend an array 
of things, specialty becomes fuller; your 
relationship with the rest of th e world 
becomes clearer, and your field becomes 
amply utilitarian. Our understanding of 
one another leads us to production in the 
universe. 
What if our purpose was not simply 
to consume, but to contribute? Human 
beings, from the beginning, have always 
been creators. Psalm 8:6 says, "You have 
given him dominion over the works of 
your hands . . . "How can we contribute if 
we only know what we want to know ·and 
nothing more? 
To learn anything at all is to learn 
about humanity and the one who created 
it. Unwillingness to know something is to 
deem part of who God is as unworthy of 
your attention. . 
We obviously cannot each know all things 
deeply. Balancing how much understanding 
to have outside our own colleges comes with 
the discovery of specific passions. What I 
am telling you is that our society needs to 
learn to love knowledge because it is to 
participate with our creator in dominion 
as well as in relationship. To pursue broad 
understanding is to seek God through his 
people. 
GAEL LANGDON is a student 
writer for The Bison. She can be 
contacted at alangdon@harding.edu. 
a reference to Cheney's job, a synonym 
for sin and a nod to the devilish medieval 
character who was always whispering bad 
advice to the protagonist. The film follows a 
well-worn pattern: if you want to feel smug 
about your politics, pick someone on the 
other side and make him into a monster. 
Conservative filmmakers have done 
this, too, and everyone learned how from 
Shakespeare. Over 400 years ago, his play 
about another Richard manufactured a 
cutthroat villain whose alleged crimes far 
exceeded his historical faults. You see, in 
order to flatter Qgeen Elizabeth in 1592 , 
Shakespeare had to praise her grandfather, 
Henry VII. The best way to do that was to 
demonize the man he defeated a century 
before. 
The result was "Richard III," a play about 
a hunchback king with a withered arm 
who lurches from scene to scene, killing 
whoever stands in his way. A s Christian 
Bale plays Cheney, you'd think he was the 
Prince of Darkness himself - wrecking 
the Constitution and ruining the free world 
from the shadows, with Amy Adams as 
his Lady Macbeth. In one ·telling scene, 
they even reveal their wicked ambitions in 
Shakespearean dialogue. 
You don't have to believe Richard III 
was a saint to see through the agenda. Nor 
do you have to agree with all of Cheney's 
controversial actions to realize that "Vice" 
is political theatre designed to confirm 
what the man's enemies already think. The 
message of "Green Book" - whatever its 
flaws - is that we have much to learn 
from those who are different from us. It's 
a shame that tolerance doesn't extend to 
Hollywood's politics. 
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest 
writer for The Bison. He can be 
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu. 
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Opening 
Day 
Opening Day is a national 
treasure. As players put on their 
fresh new uniforms and take the 
diamond for the first time, a new 
season offers new life to Major 
League Baseball (MLB) franchises. 
1his year, Opening Day is earlier 
than it has ever been. Officially, 
MLB's Opening Day is scheduled 
for March 28, when all 30 teams 
are scheduled to play. Before this 
season, the earliest Opening Day" 
was March 29 of last year. The 
unofficial holiday was moved up 
a week in 2018 under the MLB's 
new scheduling agreement. 
Two teams have already finished 
their opening series. The Oakland 
Athletics and Seattle Mariners 
played a series in Japan earlier 
this week, which will count toward 
their official season records. 
Starting the season earlier allows 
teams more days for rest and recovery, 
as well as more opportunities 
to reschedule, according to the 
agreement. However, starting the 
season in March will take away 
from the hype and allure of one of 
sports' most historic days. 
With its new placement on the 
sports calendar, Opening Day will 
be forced to take a back seat to 
the NCAA'.s March Madness. In 
its normally scheduled place, the 
games did not interfere with college 
basketball's b~ ~-
As a result, the beginning of 
"America's Favorite Pastime" 
will be hidden and forgotten as 
viewers become more focused on 
their brackets than their ballparks. 
1his was the case a year ago, when 
baseball's opening week's viewership 
dropped 32 percent from the year 
prior, according to Sports Media 
Watch. 
Now, the MLB is hoping to 
expand its brand further into the 
international market through this 
week's Japan Series, but in the 
process has changed the meaning 
of Opening Day. It is no longer 
the beginning of the baseball 
season; that came at 4:30 a.m. on a 
Wednesday when most of America 
was still asleep. Very few people 
in the United States were able to 
properly ring in the beginning of 
the MLB season. 
Be)ond the viewership limitations, 
the Japan Series also attacks one of 
the fundamental roles of baseball' 
as America's Pastime. When the 
first games of the 2019 season were 
moved across the Pacific Ocean, 
the MLB placed its business 
interests above the interests of its 
constituents: the American fans. 
There are other logistical 
problems with moving teams' 
opening series into the month 
of March. Last year, Opening 
Day games in Denver, Chicago, 
Minneapolis and Boston were 
all struck with snow and below-
freezing temperatures. There is 
no sense in playing an outdoor 
sport when there is snow on the 
ground. Even one week's change 
in temperature would have been 
enough to make Opening Day 
a more pleasant experience for 
baseball's fans. 
The MLB's decision to move 
up Opening Day is its own form 
of March madness. The move 
depreciates the value of the first 
week of games and takes away from 
the allure of the return of peanuts 
and cracker jacks to baseball parks 
across the country. 
JACK ALLEN is the head 
sports editor for the Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
jallen10@harding.edu. 
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Bison scorekeeper closes the book after 32 years 
because the basketballs fly around everywhere. of the books until 20 years ago since the job 
Becoming friends with the referees and the takes so much concentration. 
ASHLYN QUESINBERRY 
student writer 
other table members has been a highlight for She said she will miss the camaraderie she 
After 32 years, Sandra Boaz has decided her; she said th~ referees are not happy about has built with the referees and the people 
to retire as the volunteer bookkeeper for the her retirement. at the table. As bookkeeper, she said she is 
men's basketball team. "It's really a team effort," Boaz said. "I don't supposed to be unbiased, but the referees all 
In 1964, Boaz and her family moved to do anything on my own. This isn't all about know she is not. 
Searcy, Arkansas, so that her and her three me. If I miss something, someone is always Over the years, Boaz has become the No. 
other siblings could be enrolled at Harding there to help me figure it out." 1 fan for the basketball teams. She watches 
Academy. Boaz's father, Bill Harris, was a , practices and her and her husband always 
life insurance agent and officiated track and ' ' It won't hit me until travel to the Great American Conference 
football but was an instrumental volunteer at Tournament. She started making both the teams 
both Harding Academy and the university. the basketball season chocolate cakes in 2000 for their birthdays. 
Boaz and her husband, Ned Boaz, met at "She makes a chocolate-on-chocolate cake 
Harding University where he played basketball starts back up again. for us a couple of times a season, and they are 
for the Bisons. After he graduated, he kept It's J"Ust been my always really good," junior.Jenni Nadeau, a 
playing for a different team, and Boaz figured guard for the women's basketball team, said. 
out the bookkeepers were cheating their team honor to serve. '' In2015, she had to cut back on the amount 
out of points. She then decided she was going of cakes she made because she was diagnosed 
to keep a book too so that she could keep the ~ ndra Boaz, with breast cancer. ~he planned all of her -
other bookkeepers honest. This is how her Harding basketball surgeries around the season. She thought 
love for bookkeeping began. she was going to have to quit that year but 
She started out just substituting for the bookkeeper she pushed through and made it through the 
bookkeeper,Joe Pryor, in 1983. She said she season. She has struggled in health some this 
was a nervous wreck when she would sub for Boaz's spirit for volunteering was passed year but said the only thing that would have 
him. The job requires a lot of concentration on to her from her father. Harris was the caused her to miss a game was being put in 
and what the bookkeeper has in their book is Bison Booster Club president in 1965 and the hospital. 
the last line of defense for the referees. was instrumental in starting the Harding She has been a dedicated fan and bookkeeper 
In 1987, she started doing the book full- Athletics Hall of Fame. She said keeping the for both of the teams for 32 years and said she 
time. She said for the first few years she ·was book is mind-intensive and that she never will not e~er lose contact with them. 
still a nervous wreck, and one of the, f~stest knew the importance of a sharp pencil until "It won't hit me until the basketball season 
lessons she has learned while ~n ,~he jo~,w.a~ she started bookkeeping. When women's starts back up again," Boaz said. "It's just been 
to always screw the lid bask,•~q·het drinp'-·t: basketball started at Harding, she did both my honor to serve." . 
McGaha-e;,i'irts 500th career win over Union 
JACK ALLEN 
sports editor 
On March 20, Harding Head Baseball Coach 
Patrick McGaha earned his 500th career win as 
a head coach when the Bisons defeated Union 
University 10-9 in 12 innings. The milestone 
victory for McGaha was also one of his boldest · 
since taking over as coach in 2005. 
Harding held a three-run lead heading into 
the bottom of the ninth inning before Union 
scored three runs on four hits. 
After two scoreless innings, Harding found 
themselves with runners on first and third base 
with two outs. That was when McGaha and 
assistant coach Andy Schatzl.ey decided to make 
something happen on the base paths. 
'' Coach McGaha 
has taught me that 
life is about more 
than baseball. He is 
preparing me to be a 
man of character one 
day in the workplace 
and as a husband and 
father. 
- Tanner Smit 
junior pitcher 
.,, 
Junior infielder Connor Kelly ran-halfway 
between first and second and stopped, forcing 
the Union pitcher to throw the ball to second 
and catch Kelly in a rundown. As Kelly found 
himself in a pickle, junior infielder Luke Van 
Dover broke for the plate and stole home to 
score the go-ahead run. Harding held on in 
the bottom of the inning to give McGalla win 
No.500. 
"When you get to a milestone like this, it 
means you've done it for a long time and you've 
had a lot of good players and assistant coaches 
that have come through," McGaha said. "You 
remember that more than the wins." 
McGaha admits some wins have been more 
memorable than others in his career. His first 
win came when he was the head coach at College 
of the Ozarks in Missouri against Williams 
Baptist College (WBC) and his friend, WBC 
coach John Katrosh. McGaha would go on to 
win 119 games at College of the Ozarks. 
McGaha came to Harding in 2005. He said 
he remembers very little about his first win 
coaching the black and gold. He said all he 
remt:mbers is helping the team shovel snow off 
the field for six hours before the game. 
"I just remember our guys were dead tired and 
they somehow found a way to win," McGaha 
said. "I remember the snow way more than 
anything about the game." 
In the years since, McGalla has seen mixed 
• results on the field for the Bisons. He remembers 
the 2017 season in which the Bisons struggled 
to a 23-29 record as well as the 2011 season, 
when· Harding won 42 games and the Gulf 
South Conference Tournament. M cGaha recalls 
watching his team tum four double plays in the 
program's first win in the NCAA Tournament 
that season. 
Defense has been one major area of success . 
for the Bisons under McGaha. The Bisons have 
fielded over .955 every year since 2011. In 2015, 
Harding led all Division II schools in fielding 
percentage .. 
"Coach is always pushing us to trust our 
process," senior outfielder Ben Brauss said. 
"Teams that are successful are the teams that 
do not get bogged down in the routine, but are 
able to find motivation every day to be better." 
As his win total has changed over the years, 
so has his perspective ~n coaching. As a young 
Photo by RYANN HEIM 
Harding Head Baseball Coach Patrick 
McGaha poses for a photo in the baseball 
practice facility on March 20. McGaha 
earned his 500th win in a game against 
Union University on March 19. 
coach in Missouri, McGaha said he was obsessed 
with wins and losses. Now, he focuses more 
on forming relationships with his players and 
building them into strong Christian men. 
"Coach McGaha has taught me that life is 
about more than baseball," junior pitcher Tanner 
Smith said. "He is preparing me to be a man 
of character one day in the workplace and as a 
husband and father." · 
With the win, Harding now has a record of 
16-11 (8-7) heading into what McGaha calls the 
easier half of the conference schedule. McGaha 
will look for win No. 501 when the Bisons take 
on Southern Nazarene University in a three-
game series this weekend at Jerry Moore Field. 
( 
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PLAYERS 
ONLY 
Peyton Padgett 
We should be good 
•Players Only" is a special column written by Harding athletes. 
In this week's issue: Lady Bisons junior guard Peyton Padgett 
discusses the ups and downs of the season and the importance of 
having a connected team. 
"We should be good." 
1his was my response to fans, professors, friends and family 
at the beginning of the 2018-2019 basketball season when they 
asked, "How is this year's team looking?"It's an open response 
that allows the listener to decide their definition of"good." 
Call me superstitious, but you'll never hear me predict the 
outcome of a game before th~ buzzer goes off. If I've learn~d 
anything about college athletics over the past three years it's 
that nothing is set in stone. No team has limits, and when you 
are caught slacking, someone else is working harder than you. 
Our season came to an end last week when we lost in the 
semifinals of the Great American Conference Tournament. 
Too short if you ask me. Any athlete can relate to the feeling 
you experience after that last game or match of the season. 
It's an array of emotions that you cycle through. It starts with 
frustration, then leads to regret - thinking of everything you 
could've done differently over the course of the·season - then 
sadness when you begin to notice that another year has passed 
and the seniors who have paved the way for you, are actually 
done. They have completed their college careers, and the 
team you have grown to be a part of will never be the same. 
However, that last feeling was not experienced by the 
women's basketball team this year. We have no seniors. The 
13 people who suited up every game will return to do it again. 
Why is this important? To you, reading this right now, 
it's not, and that's OK.To me,it is vital to the success we can 
achieve. That realization has made me accept that our season 
has ended, but it hasn't made me satisfied by any means. I 
. want more than anything for this team to experience success 
on the highest level. 
However, I believe God works in his own timing and that 
he purposefully orchestrates people's lives to intercross. Brooke 
Bradley, a transfer from the University of the Incarnate Word, 
has filled a hole in this team that is irreplaceable. Her passion 
for her teammates carries far beyond the gym doors. 
Cheyenne Brown, another transfer from Northwestern 
State University, has gifted us all with years of experience 
and knowledge. 
Taylor Sims, a transfer from Southwestern Assemblies 
of God University, teaches each of us how to interweave 
Christ in the sport we choose to play every day. And my three 
freshmen, Hayley Kate Webb,Jasmine Barnes and Katelyn 
Burtch remind us of where it all began: that we are never too 
advanced in years to learn and become better players. 
These six combined with the seven returners made up our 
2018-2019 roster. This was and will be the make-up of our team. 
Since my"a-ha" moment in the locker room, my answer has 
changed. There is no superstition attached to my response -
no doubt or fear. It's backed by faith in my teammates to get 
better, responsibility I have to improve and an expectation that 
will be met by the 13 returners who now know what it takes. 
If you see me around be sure to ask me, "How is this year's 
team looking?" · 
To my teammates, thank you for a season of growth. 
Because of you, I was able to learn, accept change and not 
only become a better player but teammate. You have better 
equipped me on and off the floor. 
I love you because of who you stand for and who you push 
me to be. I can confidently say that next season will be one 
worth sticking around for because of you. I am excited for 
what is to come. In the 2019-2020 season, I don't know what 
it will hold, but I do know that we can tackle any obstacle set 
before us, as long as we are together. Let's do this. 
Reversed 
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Senior left fielder Peyton Mills slides in safe after stealing St'cond b:1st' 111 g,une orw .i~pmst Okl,1t10m,1 
Baptist UnrvPrs1ty 0 11 Friday, March 15. Mills had two stol,'n ti. 1st's 111 ttw ~p11w. sht' .1lsu Wt'nl J. J 
at t11c p l;1tc with three RBI to set a new Hardmg career RBI rt>n1rd w ith 154. 
AARON ALEXANDER 
asst. sports editor 
The Harding softball program's record books are young, 
and this is only the Lady Bisons' sixth season; however, for 
senior outfielder Peyton Mills, it is still a special moment to 
have her name written in history. 
Mills set the school's RBI record in the opening game 
of Harding's series against Oklahoma Baptist University 
(OBU) on March 15. With two runners on in the bottom 
of the fourth inning, and Mills' RBI total set at 152, Mills 
doubled to center, scoring sophomore outfielder Kyndal Pirtle 
and freshman second baseman Hanna Jones. 
Those two RBI's gave Mills the school record with 154, 
breaking former catcher Kimmy Hendricks' two-year-old 
record. 
Mills said it was special to break Hendricks' record because 
she looked up to her as a freshman. 
"She showed me the ropes earlyon,"Mills said. "!twas a 
privilege to take it from her because that is who I looked up to." 
Softball Head Coach Phil Berry said Mills has been an 
exemplary student athlete from the time that she stepped 
on campus. 
"She has been a special player," Berry said. "This is not the 
last record she is going to break before she leaves this spring." 
Mills already ranks .first in program history in triples and 
slugging percentage, and is top three in total bases, stolen 
bases, hits, doubles and homeruns, among others. Berry said 
her leadership on the team is crucial to the team's success. 
Photo courtesy of JEFF MONTGOMERY 
"[ Our team focuses on J doing the small execution things, 
moving runners, sacrificing yourself for the good of the team 
and hitting a ground ball that produces a run," Berry said. 
"Peyton has certainly provided leadership in that direction." 
Even though Mills has passed this exciting milestone, she 
credits her ability to drive in runs to her teammates. 
"I would not have been able to set the record ifit was not 
for teammates, past and present, because they have to get on 
base in order for me to hit them in," Mills said. "It is just a 
testament to having hardworking teammates that are willing 
to help each other in different ways." 
Junior outfielder Lindsey Duncan has been Mills' teammate 
for three years now. She said Mills is a calm and collected leader. 
"She doesn't just lead by her words, but by her actions as 
well,"Duncan said. "She is the type of person you can respect · 
and someone you want to play for." 
Berry said it was great for Mills to set the record at home, 
celebrating with her friends and family. Duncan said it was 
great to be at home so more people could see Mills break 
the-record. 
"After the game, she got more hugs, highfives and 
congratulations than she would have if we were on the road," 
Duncan said. 
Harding won Mills' record-setting game 4-2 and the 
series against OBU 3-1. They are now 16-12 overall and 8-8 
in conference play. Mills had a hot bat all series; she went 
7.- 11 with six RBIs, swiping four bags in the series as well. 
The team now hits the road for a series against Southern 
Nazarene University beginning today at 2 p.m. 
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MAKING HER MARK 
------
. 
In celebration of Womens History Month, we reflect on the impact of 
Leah Burks joined the legacy of 
Woodson Harding Armstrong, Sally 
Hockaday Benson and Louise Ganus 
when her husband, David Burks, 
was appointed as Harding's fourth 
president in 1987. The Harding 
alumna graduated in 1965, the same 
year she was married. During her 
husband's presidency, Leah Burks 
carefully balanced her roles as a 
mother, wife and supporter with 
diligence and humility. 
Leah Burks told The Bison in 
1988 that one of her favorite roles 
was that of hostess, a role she fulfilled 
frequently as first lady by hosting 
leaders such as Margaret Thatcher 
and members of the Bush family. 
When David Burks retired in 
2013, both Leah and David remained 
active in the Harding community. 
The conceptualization of the 
Harding First Ladies Garden was 
presented to Leah Burks as a gift 
and was later built in honor of all 
five of Harding's first ladies. 
five significant women in Harding's history. 
In 1977, senior Susan Brady 
left a resounding impact on the 
student body when she was elected 
as the first female president of the 
Student Association. Brady used 
her office to restructure the SA'.s 
committee funct ions, promote 
student involve~ent in campus 
activities and investigate the lack 
of women's intercollegiate sports 
at the university. 
Brady paved the way for later 
female SA presidents, Susan 
Vaughn-Hassmann in 1990 and 
Hallie Hite in 2018. 
Florence Cathcart's Harding 
story began, quite literally, in the 
"foothills of the Ozarks." Cathcart 
enrolled as a student at Harding 
in 1924, the university's inaugural 
year in Morrilton, Arkansas, and 
soon after began working for the 
college by training future primary 
school educators. 
Over her 36-year career, Cathcart 
served as an educational department 
head, a dorm mom in Pattie Cobb 
Hall and the Dean ofWomen. In 
1951, Harding honored Cathcart.s 
life and service by naming the still-
standing Cathcart Hall after her. 
Cathcart is credited with writing 
Harding's alma mater during the 
college's first year. In 1937, she 
recounted the experience to The 
Bison. 
"One morning, [Cathcart] 
stepped out on her porch, and 
while she was looking off toward 
Petit Jean Mountain and listening 
to the sounds of the town echoing 
vividly back from the mountain, the 
words of our Alma Mater came to 
her, she says, as ifby inspiration." 
As a student at Harding in the 
early 1950s, Betty Lou Thornton 
-w-as known as~ one---of. the-most 
active students on campus" by her 
peers. She played an integral role 
in the formation of the Student 
Association and was recognized 
as Harding's "Best All Around 
Girl" in 1950. 
Thornton strove for achievement 
and became the first female editor 
of The Bison newspaper as a 
junior journalism major in 1950. 
Thornton married Evan Ulrey, a 
speech professor, her senior year, 
and their family's name still impacts 
Harding's students atop the Ulrey 
Performing Arts Center. 
Louise married future third 
president of Harding Clifton L. 
Ganus,Jr. in 1943. Because his 
father had advised them not to marry 
during college, the pair wed one and 
half hours after his graduation in 
the same auditorium he had just 
received his diploma in. 
From 1965 to 1987, Louise 
played an active-role as Harding's-
first lady. She served as the second 
president of the Associated Women 
for Harding and a social club 
sponsor. Louise also engaged with 
the Searcy cornrnunity, founding 
the town's first Girl and Boy Scout 
chapters, serving as the secretary of 
the White County PTA Council 
and chartering the Green Keepers 
gardening club. 
In 2007, Associated Women 
for Harding recognized Louise's 
outstanding dedicatioo to the Harding 
cornrnunity by presenting her with 
its Lifetime Achievement award. 
By NORA JOHNSON, photos courtesy of ANN COWAN DIXON ARCHIVES & SPECIAL COLLECTIONI 
From the classroom to tt1e courtroon1 
student writer 
On Thursday, March 7, alumna Kaycie Alexander, testified 
in Austin, Texas, on two bills to be passed for the state of 
Texas. These bills regard the resources available to incarcerated 
women and the rights women have while incarcerated. 
Alexander graduated in December 2018 with a B.S. in 
Public Administration. While she attended Harding, she 
had a passion for the criminal justice system, and within 
the criminal justice system, Alexander had a passion for the 
rights of incarcerated women. 
was hired by the Texas Public Policy Foundation's Right 
on Crime department, located in Austin, Texas, as a policy 
analyst and web writer. Alexander credits much of her 
preparation to her time on Hardi_ng's debate team, advised 
by Pat Garner, professor of speech. 
"I've actually emailed Dr. Garner a few times thanking 
him so much," Alexander said. "Whenever you get up to 
testify, you state your piece and you give your argument as 
to why a bill should or should not be passed, and then you 
get these questions that you need to prepare for, but you 
don't know exactly what you're going to get. So, a lot of my 
preparation for this was debating in college." · 
Garner said he worked closely with Alexander during her 
time at Harding and also believes that skills she developed 
through debate have helped her. 
I want to do something to make this 
better for them and make It easier 
for these women ... 
- Kaycle Alexander, 20 18 alumna 
"In the type of debate that we do, you have to have a 
breadth of knowledge about current events, social culture, 
. .. what's going on in the country on any number of levels 
and also international politics," Garner said. "You have to 
keep up with that, ... but what you certainly have to do is 
be able to think on your feet and construct arguments and 
advocacy for a position very quickly." 
2018 alumna Kaycie Alexander testifies on bills 
regarding incarcerated women in Austin, Texas, on 
March 7. Alexander said she developed her passion 
for the topic while studying Public Administration 
at Harding. 
"I initially got interested in [criminal justice reform] 
through classes at school, specifically a class called public 
policy," Alexander said. "We did a criminal justice unit and 
then I really liked it. After that, I started volunteering at the 
White County Jail .. . directly with incarcerated women. That 
gave me the passion and drive of, 'I want to do something 
to make this better for them and make it easier for these 
women to see their children and rehabilitate.'" 
Alexander focused her capstone project, "Women Behind 
Bars: Recidivism Among Incarcerated Women," on the subject 
of criminal justice reform for women. After graduation, she 
1he two bills that Alexander spoke on are HB1389, relating 
to a defendant that is the primary caregiver of a child, and 
HB650, titled, "Dignity for Incarcerated Women."These 
bills were brought before the Texas House of Representatives 
where Alexander testified on the subject. 
"I think Kaycie was a terrific debater," Garner said. "She 
did really well in our region and I'm so proud of her. She 
has a great future." 
,.., 
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Into the Ozarks 
Cefebrating and exploring the Natural State's outdoor and adventure offerings 
Seniors Nora Johnson, Megan' Stroud and Kendall Carwile take advantage of hiking trails and ~e parks in Arkansas on March 1. Hiking has been a 
common weekend activity and source of community b_uilding for many Harding students. 
KARLI WILLIAMSON "I love being outside and the freedom from brands like Therm-a-Rest, SealLine, 
student writer that it offers from that suffocating feeling and Good To-Go Food. They can also order 
«Near the foothills of the Ozarks, Midst of so many things going on," Adkins said. gear that they do not have in store. 
of the hill and plain; Stands our glorious "Being outside clears my mind and reminds "If someone wants to go on a camping 
Alma Mater; Harding is her name." me that I'm small and there's so much more trip and needs a certain tent or something 
From Searcy and beyond, Arkansas has to the world." come on by, and if we don't have it in stock, 
a lot of outdoors to be explored. Harding provides students with many we can order it for you," Sivia said. 
Living in the "Natural State" presents opportunities to explore Atkansas while also The mission of Beyond Boundaries 
students with an array of outdoor activity working to ensure that they are safe. encourages people to "go beyond" what 
options. For the students in the Honors College, seems possible in order to grow. 
Greers Ferry Lake, a one-hour drive from outdoor gear is available for rent. "I believe that in each of us, there is more 
campus, is a great place to get on the water. "'Ihe Honors College has a limited number than we think there is. It doesn't matter if 
The Little Red River is the perfect spot to of tents that may be checked out by honors you're young or old, male or female, we all 
fish. Take a hike up on Pinnacle Mountain students," Honors College Administrator can do more than what we think," Sivia said. 
in Little Rock or Sugarloaf Mountain in Debbie .Baird said. "We also have kayaks 
Heber Springs to be refreshed and challenged. that may be borrowed by those with prior ,, It doesn't matter If 
Sometimes enjoying nature means simply kayak experience. Like the tents, the kayaks 
looking up and appreciating the beauty around are available to our honors students," 
you.Junior Madeline Adkins makes spending For overnight camping adventures 
time outside a priority in 'her schedule. students must make the school aware of their 
"Sometimes I juJt intentionally put my destination for safety purposes, according 
phone down and look around as I'm walking to the Harding Residence Life Handbook. 
toclass,"Adkinssaid."Latdyl'vcbeengoing "Students must notify the Office of 
on walks with p..:ople; I like to do it around Student Life and receive approval by noon 
sunset, it's so beautiful." on Friday before leaving," the handbook 
Adkinshasspenttwosummersworkingasa states. "Before the camping trip, students 
mountain guide in Colorado with Wilderness must pro ride their destination, approximate 
Expeditions. Through this experience she has return date/time, and a list of all campers 
learned valuable lessons about the basics of with residence hall information and a cell 
setfr,p, up camp in the wilderness. phone number for each student. The RLC 
"We were taught how to start a fire and must receive a phone call from the parent 
how to treat our water," Adkins said. "We of each student. University policy regarding 
strategically placed our camps next to water visitation between members of the opposite 
streams and filled up from there, but knew sex still applies." 
that we had to purify ·it because you can't Beyond Boundaries Outfitters, an outdoors 
drink it straight from the stream." store in the heart of downtown Searcy, equips 
These basic survival skills are key when people with any gear they might need to 
going on an extensive hike. For Adkins, adventure . . 
spending time in nature is a survival skill Owner Angela Sivia said that Beyond 
in itself Boundaries carries camping and hiking gear 
you're young or old, 
male or female, we all 
can do more than we 
think. 
- An911SS/vl. '' 
owner of Beyond Boundaries Outfitters 
Sivia enjoys running and hiking, and has 
exploreci a lot of the state. She said that one 
of her family's favorite trails is Sylamore 
Creek, which connects to Blanchard Springs. 
"It was about a four to five-mile hike. 
Before you start hiking, you swim across 
a creek and then begin," Sivia said. "It was 
magical . .. I just didn't realize Arkansas 
could.be that beautiful." 
As the weather warms up, how will 
you challenge yourself and experience the 
beauty of Arkansas? "Near the foothills 
of the Ozarks, Midst of the hill and plain; 
Stands our glorious Alma Mater; Harding 
is her name." 
Midnight Oil, CAB t9 celebrate 
new season with 'Spring is 
Sprung Arts and l\1usic Festival' 
Photo by LOREN WILLIAMS 
Kibo Midnight 011 Coffee House and CAB prepare for the Spring 
Is Sprung Festival tomorrow at 2 p.m. Midnight Oil and CAB 
have previously teamed up for the Apple Jamboree Festival, 
which took place last semester. 
Interested in working-for 
Student 
Publications? 
We're accepting applications starting on 
April 1 
i---_ _...._ _ ,._ Go to 
thelink.harding.edu 
for more details/ 
v 
MACY MCCLUNG 
student writer 
Kibo Midnight Oil Coffee House and the Campus 
Activities' Board (CAB) are teaming up to put on 
an art and music festival tomorrow Midnight Oil 
.Manager Eric Mount said they want to use their 
outdoor space for a festival lik,e this one every fall 
and spring. · 
"We really love to bring people together," Mount 
said. "The festival is also a great way to be able to 
feature local artisans and encourage community 
members to get outside 
' together." 
festival as well.Joyful Macarons from Judsonia will 
be there, Burrito Day will be selling popsicles and 
Slader's Alaskan Dumpling Co. will be providing 
dumplings. 
Midnight Oil is also including a T-shirt designing 
contest for the festival, with parameters that the 
design must include three Arkansas emblems: the 
loblolly pine tree, apple blossoms and the nortl}ern 
hummingbird. The winner of the contest will receive 
a shirt for free and their name or initials will be 
included in the design. 
Seniors Shelbi Bridges and Samantha Shepherd, 
• two public relations students have been a part of 
· the planning process for 
this semester's festival. Three bands will 
perform at the festival. 
The music will start with 
Nordista Freeze from 
Nashville, followed by 
the five -sibling band 
D awson Hollow from 
Missouri. The headliner 
will be Nobility,.another 
'' 
The festival Is a great way 
They have been working 
with Mount to organize 
the festival for their class 
project in communication 
ethics and scripture. 
Bridges and Shepherd 
have meetings with 
Mount weekly to make 
plans for promotional 
materials, print ads, 
videos and other details. 
to feature local artisans and 
encourage commu members 
to get outside together. 
'' Nashville band whose 
lead singer, Sean, is a 
Searcy native. In addition 
to the music, there will 
- Eric Mount 
midnight oil manager 
be live painters including local artist Little Rose 
and Harding students and juniors Morgan May 
and M eredith Palmer. 
"I was honored to be asked to participate,"Palmer 
said. "I will be painting acrylic on canvas live during 
the festival." 
For budding artists, there will be a watercolor 
table set up for kids to get creative, and their work 
will be featured on the back deck. 
Several local businesses will be present for the 
"We contacted the 
artists who will be live painting," Bridges said. "And 
we're also organizing and recording video interviews 
for social media, and we will be shooting footage of 
the festival for Midnight Oil to use as promotion 
for their festival next semester. We've been working 
with M cKayla Mills, who runs the Midnight Oil 
social media, and she will be putting up posts for 
the festival starting next Tuesday." 
The Spring is Sprung Arts and Music Festival 
begins at 2 p.m. tomorrow on the Midnight Oil lawn. 
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